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ELDRED  G.  SMITH 


Eldred  G.  Smith  was  sustained  as  Patriarch 
to  the  Church  on  April  6,  1947,  at  the  closing 
session  of  the  annual  general  conference. 

Eldred  G.  Smith,  the  seventh  patriarch  to 
be  sustained  in  this  calling,  is  the  eldest  son 
cf  the  late  Hyrum  G.  Smith,  fifth  Patriarch  to 
the  Church,  and  Martha  Gee  Smith.  He  is 
the  great-grandson  cf  John  Smith,  the  fourth 
Patriarch:  the  great-great-grandson  of  Hyrum 
Smith,  the  second  Patriarch;  and  the  great- 
great-great-grandson  of  Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  the 
first  Patriarch  of  this  dispensation. 

Patriarch  Eldred  G.  Smith  was  born  at  Lehi, 
Utah,  January  9,  1907.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  Salt  Lake  City  public  schools, 
the  old  Latter-day  Saint  high  school  in  Sale 
Lake  City,  and  at  the  University  of  Utah. 

His  Church  activity  began  early  when  he 
was  called  to  leadership  in  many  of  his  priest- 
hood quorums  and  ward  auxiliary  organiza- 
tions. He  filled  a  mission  in  Europe  from 
1926  to  1929,  being  called  to  the  Swiss- 
German  mission.  He  became  second  counselor 
in  the  bishopric  of  the  Salt  Lake  City 
Twentieth  Ward,  and  later  a  member  of  the 
Ensign  Stake  high  council.  When  his  ward 
was  divided  several  years  ago,  he  was  sus- 
tained as  the  first  bishop  of  the  North 
Twentieth  Ward.  More  recently  he  served  as 
a  branch  president  in  the  East  Central  States 
Mission  where  he  made  his  home  while 
working  as  an  engineer  at  the  war-created 
Manhattan  project  at  Oak  Ridge,  Tennessee. 
He  returned  to  his  home  in  Salt  Lake  City 
April,  1947. 

Patriarch  Smith  married  Jeanne  Ness  on 
August  17,  1932,  in  the  Salt  Lake  Temple. 
They  have  four  children:  Miriam;  Eldred 
Gary  and  Audrey  Gay  (twins):  and  Gordon 
Raynor  Smith. 

The  office  cf  Patriarch  to  the  Church  is  one 
of  two  hereditary  offices  in  the  Church,  the 
other  being  that  cf  Presiding  Bishop.  In  the 
case  of  the  Presiding  Bishop,  however,  the 
Lord  has  not  revealed  the  line  cf  descent  and 
since  one  holding  the  office  cf  high  priest 
may  serve,  this  order  has  been  followed  from 
the  beginning  in  this  dispensation.  Speaking 
cf  the  office  cf  Patriarch,  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  has  said: 


The  Evangelist  is  a  Patriarch  even  the 
oldest  man  of  the  blood  of  Joseph  or  of  the 
seed  of  Abraham.  Wherever  the  Church  of 
Christ  is  established  in  the  earth,  there  should 
be  a  Patriarch  for  the  benefit  of  the  posterity 
of  the  Saints,  as  it  was  with  Jacob  in  giving 
his  patriarchal  blessing  unto  his  sons. 
(Teachings  of  the  Prophet,  page  151). 

In  case  of  the  patriarchal  office,  the  Lord 
has  designated  the  line  cf  descent.  By  reve- 
lation and  commandment  Joseph  Smith,  Sr., 
was  called  and  ordained  to  this  office  and  it 
has  always  been  understood,  and  so  the  reve- 
lations declare,  that  this  office  is  hereditary. 
In  a  revelation  to  Hyrum  Smith  a  few  days 
after  the  organization  of  the  Church,  the  Lord 
foreshadowed  this  Priesthood  as  it  would 
descend  upon  the  head  cf  Hyrum  Smith,  and 
implied  that  it  would  be  an  office  which  would 
pertain  to  his  family,  in  the  following  words: 

Behold,  I  speak  unto  you,  Hyrum,  a  few 
words;  for  thou  also  art  under  no  condemna- 
tion, and  thy  heart  is  opened,  and  thy  tongue 
loosed;  and  thy  calling  is  to  exhortation,  and 
to  strengthen  the  church  continually.  Where- 
fore thy  duty  is  unto  the  church  forever,  and 
this  because  of  thy  family.  Amen.  (D.  and 
C.  23    :    3.) 

The  statement  that  the  duty  of  Hyrum 
Smith  was  to  the  Church  forever  because  of 
his  family,  evidently  conveys  the  thought  that 
he  would  succeed  to  the  office  of  Patriarch 
and  that  it  should  continue  in  his  posterity  to 
the  end  of  time,  for,  surely,  it  would  have 
to  continue  in  this  way  to  last  forever  in  the 
Church  upon  the  earth  among  mortal  men. 
Also,  the  blessing  pronounced  upon  the  head 
cf  Hyrum  Smith's  father,  was  that  this  calling 
was  to  come  upon  his  head  "and  his  seed 
after  him,  to  the  uttermost."  And  so,  down 
through  the  history  of  the  Church  this  doctrine 
has  been  recognized. 

Joseph  Smith,  Sen.,  was  appointed  in 
December.  1833,  the  first  Patriarch  to  the 
Church.  He  served  from  that  time  until  his 
death,  September  14,  1840.  In  the  revelation 
given  January  19,  1841,  Hyrum  Smith,  who  at 
the  time  was  serving  as  second  counselor  to 
the  Prophet  in  the  Presidency  of  the  Church, 
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ARMY  MISSIONARIES  IN 
KOREA:  Pusan,  Korea.— Seldom 
before  in  the  history  of  the 
Church  has  there  been  such  a 
unique  story  of  achievement  as 
the  one  in  Korea  during  the  past 
few  years. 

The  Church  has  met  with  won- 
derful success  among  the  Korean 
people.  This  has  all  been  ac- 
complished without  the  help  of 
full-time  missionaries  and  with 
no  Church  literature  written  in 
the  Korean  language. 

Even  though  this  story  seems 
a  strange  one,  the  same  wonder- 
ful spirit  shines  in  all  of  these 
members  that  is  found  in  mem- 
bers of  the  Church  everywhere. 

The  Latter-day  Saint  service- 
men, here  since  1951,  have  done 
a  remarkable  missionary  work  in 
Korea.  It  is  through  the  efforts 
of  the  "Army  missionaries"  that 
the  Church  had  its  beginning  in 
this  land.  Possessing  only 
Church  pamphlets  in  English  and 
unable  to  speak  the  native 
language  these  servicemen  have 
brought  over  60  Koreans  into  the 
Church  to  date. 

These  "Army  missionaries" 
find  they  are  filling  their  first, 
and  some  their  second  missions 
for  the  Church  as  they  are  sta- 
tioned here  in  Korea. 

Aiding  the  servicemen  in  their 
missionary  endeavours  is  the  fact 
that  quite  a  number  of  Koreans 
are  able  to  speak  English.  In 
classes  where  little  or  no  English 
is  understood  a  Korean  member 
who  speaks  English  is  used  as  an 
interpreter. 

FIRST  PRESIDENCY  AN- 
NOUNCES PLANS  TO  DIVIDE 
THE    AUSTRALIAN    MISSION: 

Plans  for  division  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Mission  were  announced 
by  the  First  Presidency. 


Assigned  to  officiate  at  the 
division  is  Elder  Marion  G 
Romney  of  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  a  former  missionary  to 
Australia. 

The  present  Australian  Mission 
has  a  Church  membership  of 
approximately  3,100  which  are 
scattered  over  the  entire  conti- 
nent including  Tasmania,  an 
area  equal  in  size  to  the  whole 
of  the  United  States. 

■The  tptal  population  of  the 
Australian  continent  is  in  excess 
of  eight  million  people.  Mission 
headquarters  formerly  in  Sydney 
are  now  located  in  Melbourne. 

Decision  to  divide  the  mission 
was  made  by  the  First  Presidency 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  fol- 
lowing President  McKay's  recent 
visit  to  Australia. 

11TH  MEETING  HOUSE 
ERECTED  IN  TWO  YEARS: 
Upolu,  Samoa. — Dedication  re- 
cently of  the  McKay  Branch 
Chapel,  brings  to  a  total  of  eleven 
the  number  of  new  chapels 
erected  and  dedicated  in  the 
Samoan  Mission  in  the  past  two 
years. 

One  other  chapel  is  completed 
and  ready  for  dedication.  It  is 
located  at  Fagamalo.  on  the 
island  of  Savai'i. 

The  mission  building  pro- 
gramme, still  in  full  swing,  in- 
cludes also  a  new  chapel  and  a 
school  under  construction  at 
Vaiola;  a  new  teacher's  dormi- 
tory at  Pesega,  to  begin  as  soon 
as  materials  arrive  from 
America;  two  new  chapels  under 
construction  in  Tutuila;  a  chapel 
soon  to  be  built  at  Faleniu  on 
that  same  island,  and  a  chapel 
and  high  school  to  be  erected  at 
Mapusaga.  It  is  expected  con- 
struction will  begin  on  all  of 
these  new  units  before  the  end  of 
the  year. 
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"...  AS  PERTAINING  TO 
OUR  SALVATION  " 


by  Eldred  G.  Smith 
Patriarch  To  the  Church 


My  Brothers  and  Sisters:  I  assure  you  I 
need  your  faith  and  prayers  in  my  behalf.  If 
there  is  anyone  who  needs  the  help  of  the 
Lord,  I  do.  I  can  heartily  endorse  all  that  has 
been  said  at  this  conference,  and  I  have  faith 
that  I  can  endorse  everything  that  will  be  said 
in  this  conference.  I  like  Brother  Mark  E. 
Petersen's  comment  of  a  postscript  to  what 
has  been  said,  and  I  would  like  to  add  my 
thought  as  another  postscript. 

In  the  very  beginning,  God  placed  Adam  on 
the  earth,  and  he  gave  him  dominion  over  the 
fish  and  the  fowl  and  the  cattle  and  over  all 
the  earth.  Now  this  would  seem  like  a  pretty 
exalted  position  for  some  people  today,  but 
even  though  he  had  dominion  over  all  the 
earth,  God  said,  "It  is  not  good  that  the  man 
should  be  alone,"  (Gen.  2:18)  and  he  gave 
unto  him  the  woman  Eve  to  be  a  companion 
and  helpmeet.  Then  God  gave  unto  them  the 
first  great  commandment  to  multiply  and  re- 
plenish the  earth. 

We  are  not  told  how  long  they  lived  in  the 
Garden  of  Eden  before  they  partook  of  the 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  the  knowledge  of  good  and 
evil  and  were  cast  out  of  the  garden  to  start 
their  mortal  existence.  The  point  I  want  to 
make  clear  is  that  God  himself  established  the 
first  family  unit.  It  is  not  an  institution 
developed  by  man  which  can  be  outgrown 
and  cast  aside  in  the  course  of  human  pro- 
gress. All  that  is  nearest  and  dearest  in  our 
lives  is  associated  with  our  families.  Love  has 
its  centre  here,  and  where  love  is,  there  we 
find  happiness  also.  Truly,  it  is  not  good  for 
man  to  be  alone.  The  Lord  in  his  wisdom 
has  provided  a  way  for  man  to  be  happy  on 
this  earth,  and  to  carry  that  joy  on  through  all 
eternity.  The  greatest  joy  and  happiness  comes 
through  the  family  unit.  It  has  been  so 
through  all  mortality,  so  why  will  it  not  be  so 
in  the  next  life?  This  family  unit  is  so 
important  that  the  Lord  has  made  it  known 
to  us  that  all  the  families  of  the  earth  must 
be  sealed  together.  By  the  time  of  the  end 
of  the  millennium  all  of  Adam's  posterity  who 


accept  the  gospel  must  be  sealed  together  as 
one  family  by  the  power  of  the  priesthood, 
which  is  the  power  to  seal  on  earth  and  it 
shall  be  sealed  in  heaven,  and  to  bind  on  earth, 
and  it  shall  be  bound  in  heaven. 

Every  person  who  comes  to  the  earth  must 
have  an  opportunity  to  receive  all  the  blessings 
of  these  sealings  if  he  will  accept,  scmetime 
before  the  end  of  the  millennium.  There 
could  not  be  a  just  God  if  it  were  otherwise. 
These  sealing  blessings  are  obtained,  first, 
through  the  ordinance  of  baptism  into  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ.  Then  the  wife  is  to 
be  sealed  to  the  husband  for  time  and  for  all 
eternity,  and  those  children  who  are  born 
outside  of  this  wedlock  must  be  sealed  to  then 
parents  that  they  may  receive  the  blessings  as 
though  they  were  born  under  the  new  and 
everlasting  covenant. 

Those  who  have  died  without  this  law  may 
have  the  privilege  of  receiving  these  blessings 
by  proxy.  That  is  where  our  responsibility 
comes  in.  We  must  first  teach  the  gospel  to 
the  living,  and  then  for  those  of  our  families 
who  died  without  the  law  we  must  gather 
their  records  that  this  great  and  important 
work  can  be  done  for  them. 

Quoting  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  in  Sec- 
tion 128  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  on 
this  subject: 

"And  now,  my  dearly  beloved  brethren  and 
sisters,  let  me  assure  you  that  these  are 
principles  in  relation  to  the  dead  and  the 
living  that  cannot  be  lightly  passed  over,  as 
pertaining  to  our  salvation.  For  their  salva- 
tion is  necessary  and  essential  to  our  salva- 
tion, as  Paul  says  concerning  the  fathers — 
that  they  without  us  cannot  be  made  perfect — 
neither  can  we  without  our  dead  be  made 
perfect. 

'And  now,  in  relation  to  the  baptism  for 
the  dead,  I  will  give  you  another  quotation 
of  Paul,  1  Corinthians,  15:29:  Else  what 
shall  they  do  which  are  baptized  for  the  dead, 
if  the  dead  rise  not  at  all?  Why  are  they  then 
baptized  for  the  dead? 
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'And  again,  in  connection  with  this  quota- 
tion I  will  give  you  a  quotation  from  one  of 
the  prophets,  who  had  his  eye  fixed  on  the 
restoration  of  the  priesthood,  the  glories  to 
be  revealed  in  the  last  days,  and  in  a  special 
manner  this  most  glorious  of  all  subjects 
belonging  to  the  everlasting  gospel,  namely, 
the  baptism  for  the  dead;  for  Malachi  says, 
last  chapter,  verses  5th  and  6th:  Behold,  1 
will  send  you  Elijah  the  prophet  before  the 
coming  of  the  great  and  dreadful  day  of  the 
Lord:  And  he  shall  turn  the  heart  of  the 
fathers  to  the  children,  and  the  heart  of  the 
children  to  their  fathers,  lest  I  come  and  smite 
the  earth  with  a  curse. 

...  the  earth  will  be  smitten  with  a  curse 
unless  there  is  a  welding  link  of  some  kind  or 
other  between  the  fathers  and  the  children, 
upon  some  subject  or  other — and  behold  what 
is  that  subject?  It  is  the  baptism  for  the  dead. 
For  we  without  them  cannot  be  made  perfect: 
neither  can  they  without  us  be  made  perfect." 
(D.  and  C.  128:   15-18.) 

This  does  not  refer  to  just  the  few  of  us 
who  are  members  of  the  Church  today  —  a 
handful  of  his  children — but  this  work  must 
be  done  for  all  of  our  ancestors  before  we 
can  be  sure  of  our  salvation.  It  is  a  tremen- 
dous task!  At  the  rate  we  are  baptizing  for 
the  dead  in  our  temples  today,  plus  the 
baptisms  of  the  living,  it  is  estimated  that  it 
would  take  over  four  thousand  years  to  bap- 
tize the  two  billion  four  hundred  million  who 
are  now  living  on  the  earth,  without  counting 
the  dead.  Are  there  as  many  righteous  dead 
as  there  are  people  living  today?  If  so,  how 
is  this  work  going  to  be  accomplished?  It  is 
a  task  which  must  be  done.  All  of  God's 
children  who  will  accept  the  gospel  must 
become  welded  into  one  great  family.  For 
this  purpose  he  has  seen  .fit  to  send  choice 
spirits  to  various  parts  of  the  earth.  These 
choice  spirits  accept  the  gospel  when  it  is 
brought  to  them.  Then  from  that  nucleus, 
others  of  their  families  and  friends  accept  the 
gospel.  They  come  to  the  temples  of  the 
Lord  and  perform  their  own  sealings  and  then 
the  work  for  their  dead  ancestors. 

Converts  have  three  sealing  steps  they  must 
be  present  for  in  the  temple:  Those  who  are 
married  must  have  the  wife  sealed  to  the 
husband,  then  their  children  sealed  to  them, 
then  those  parents  are  to  be  sealed  to  their 
parents.  Those  who  are  born  under  the  cove- 
nant have  these  choice  blessings  automatically. 
Do  we  -  appreciate  those  blessings?  Many 
converts  would  willingly  spend  the  rest  of  their 
lives,  in  whatever  effort  is  necessary  to  obtain 
the  opportunity  of  being  sealed  to  their 
parents  and  consider  it  well  worth  the  effort. 


Then  we  need  to  gather  all  the  records  of 
our  ancestors  that  we  possibly  can.  I  do  not 
mean  just  a  halfhearted  attempt.  Seek  dili- 
gently, constantly,  and  prayerfully.  Do  not 
wait  for  a  convenient  time — it  will  never  come. 
Do  not  put  jt  off  until  old  age  when  we  are 
not  able  to  do  anything  else.  We  never  know 
what  tomorrow  will  bring,  and  we  must  see 
that  the  work  is  done,  completing  the  sealing 
of  each  family  group.  There  is  no  one  who 
can  escape  the  responsibility  of  this  work.  We 
will  not  be  excused  because  we  thought  an 
aunt  or  some  other  relative  was  doing  the 
work. 

One  young  lady,  a  genealogist,  was  asked 
the  question,  "What  if  you  find  an  undesirable 
character  in  your  family  tree,  such  as  a  pirate 
or  convict  or  the  like?"  She  answered,  "My 
responsibility  does  not  concern  how  he  lived 
but  just  that  he  lived  and  died.  After  all,  I 
owe  my  existence  to  him,  and  my  only  way 
of  paying  that  debt  is  to  do  the  baptism  and 
sealing  work  for  him.  It  will  be  up  to  him 
to  accept  it." 

This  is  a  responsibility  for  each  of  us.  Not 
one  of  us  can  be  made  perfect  without  this 
work.  I  doubt  if  the  Lord  will  accept  the 
excuse  that  we  are  so  busy  working  in  the 
auxiliary  organizatidns  that  we  cannot  spend 
a  part  of  our  time  in  genealogy.  Any  part 
of  this  we  do  not  do  which  we  should  do  must 
be  done  by  someone  else,  for  it  must  be  done. 
If  we  shirk  our  responsibilities,  how  can  we 
expect  to' receive  the  blessings? 

To  those  scattered  around  the  world,  may  I 
say  a  word  of  encouragement?  Be  of  good 
cheer,  be  diligent,  trust  in  the  Lord,  and  he 
will  help  you.  You  were  probably  placed 
where  you  are  to  do  a  special  work  in 
gathering  records  or  to  fulfil  a  special 
missionary  assignment.  If  you  will  let  him, 
the  Lord  will  give  you  success  in  your  work 
and  much  happiness  in  so  doing. 

May  his  blessing  be  upon  all  these  who  are 
diligent  in  this  work,  that  we  may  prepare  the 
way  for  his  coming,  I  pray,  in  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ.    Amen. 


THE  CHURCH  AROUND  THE  WORLD 

(Continued  from  page  87) 
VISIT    TO    WASHINGTON  — 

President  David  O.  McKay  and 
M~s.  McKav  paid  a  visit  to  the 
nation's  capitol  to  EMer  Ezra 
Taft  Benson  of  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve  and  Mrs.  Benson.- \ 
.  President  McKay  was  in  Wash- 
ington to  be  a  dinner  guest  of 
President  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower.  "' 

-He-' attended-  one  -of  -the  fame's-     '•••-' 
.  .  .•     White  House  stag-  dinners  with '   .  -.•  -. : 
some  20  other  U.S.  leaders. 
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A  STALWART  MEMBER 


OF  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN   MISSION 


'Let  your  light  SO  shine  before  men,  that  they    may    see    your   good    works    and   glorify    your 

Father   which   is  in   heaven." 


Elizabeth  Lilian  Brummer  was  born  on  the 
18th  of  August,  1869,  in  Steynsburg,  C.P.  On 
the  21st  of  October,  1889,  she  married 
Johannes  Paulus  Brummer,  who  was  then 
serving  in  the  police  force  of  the  South 
African   Republic. 

The  South  African  war  of  1899-1902 
brought  many  hardships  to  this  family.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  war  they  found  themselves 
in  the  path  of  the  oncoming  British  armies. 
They  were  taken  prisoner,  and  sent  to  Portu- 
gal where  they  spent  some  of  the  hardest 
years  of  their  lives.  After  the  war  the  family 
were  reunited  in  Johannesburg,  and  they 
settled  in  one  of  the  northern  suburbs,  where 
Sister  Brummer  is  living  to  this  day. 

In  1914  Brother  J.  P.  Brummer  visited  a 
friend,  and  there  he  was  shown  a  Book  of 
Mormon  which  was  left  behind  by  a  Mormon 
missionary.  In  paging  through  the  book,  he 
came  across  the  passage  which  condemns 
infant  baptism,  and  this  immediately  struck 
a  sympathetic  note.  All  though  his  life  he 
could  not  understand  why  little  children 
should  be  baptized,  and  at  last  he  had  found 
a  clear  explanation  of  the  true  character  of 
the  ordinance  of  baptism.  For  many  months 
he  studied  the  doctrines  of  the  church  under 
the  guidance  of  two  missionaries,  and  even- 
tually on  the  28th  of  November,  1915,  he 
entered  the  waters  of  baptism,  followed  by  his 
wife  and  children. 

That  was  a  memorable  day  in  the  history 
of  the  church  in  the  Transvaal.  The  Raman 
Chapel  was  to  be  built  only  ten  years  later, 
and  the  Brummer  home  became  one  of  the 
centres  of  the  church  in  the  Transvaal.  The 
"Waterfall  Branch"  was  organized,  and 
Brother  J.  P.  Brummer  served  as  president 
for  extended  periods.  At  the  bottom  end  of 
his  plot  there  was  a  clear  spring,  and  here  he 
built  a  fine  baptismal  font  in  which  many 
people  were  baptized.  There  are  many 
members  of  the  church  in  this  country  who 
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were  baptized  in  that  font,  under  a  large 
willow  tree. 

For  the  past  forty  years  Sister  Brummer 
has  been  the  mainstay  in  the  "Waterfall 
Branch"  or  the  Northwestern  Branch"  as  it 
was  called  in  1938,  at  the  death  of  Brother 
J.  P.  Brummer,  when  his  eldest  son.  Brother 
William  H.  Brummer  became  the  president  of 
the  branch. 

Many  missionaries  and  mission  presidents, 
past  and  present,  have  experienced  the  warm 
hospitality  of  Sister  Brummer's  comfortable 
home.  The  gigantic,  old-fashioned  dining 
table  will  be  remembered  by  many  who  visited 
this  home  in  the  course  of  nearly  half  a 
century. 

Sister  Brummer  has  always  been  a  living 
testimony  of  the  truthfulness  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  Her  steadfastness  in  the 
gospel  principles,  and  her  continued  efforts 
to  do  her  part  in  furthering  the  work  of  the 
Lord  has  been,  and  is  an  inspiration  to  those 
who  ccme  into  frequent  contact  with  her.  The 
unassuming  manner  and  humility  which 
underlie  the  greatness  of  her  spirit,  have 
(Continued  on  page  94) 
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MY 
TESTIMONY 

by 
Sister  Schenck  Van  Niekerk 


Somehow  we  are  always  in  search  of  some- 
thing and,  we  find  many  people  around  us 
similarly  engaged.  We  all  appear  to  be  in 
the  pursuit  of  happiness.  It  seems  that  this 
venerated  phrase  has  been  misunderstood  by 
many  people;  for  some  seem  to  think  they 
should  pursue  happiness  as  if  it  were  a  winged 
thing  that  they  must  by  any  means  overtake — 
even  if  they  have  to  set  out  after  it  on  un- 
familiar one-way  roads.  It  is  probably  a 
mistake  to  pursue  happiness,  much  better  to 
create  it,  still  better  to  create  it  for  others. 
The  more  happiness  you  create  for  others,  the 
more  will  be  yours — a  solid  satisfaction  that 
no  one  can  ever  take  away  from  you. 


Sister  Schenck  van  Niekerk  is  one  of  the 
young  members  of  the  Durban  Branch, 
mho,  through  her  efforts,  is  adding  to  the 
strength  of  that  district.  Being  a  member 
of  the  Church  for  sixteen  months,  she  has 
been  very  active  in  the  M.I. A.,  as  a  Sunday 
School  teacher,  and  assisting  the  building 
committee  in  raising  funds  for  their  new 
chapel. 


Although  as  a  child  I  attended  Sunday 
School  regularly,  the  older  I  grew  the  more 
infrequent  my  attendance  became.  I  tried  to 
have  a  sincere  interest  in  my  Church,  but  to 
no  avail.  I  found  that  there  was  something 
lacking— the  vital  something  which  I  knew 
should  be  in  the  Church  of  God.  The  edifice 
was  beautiful,  the  minister  was  someone  to 
be  respected  and  yet  feared.  I  longed  with 
all  my  heart  to  take  a  really  active  part,  but 
somehow  I  never  could.  My  constant  prayer 
was  to  become  more  active  and  to  worship 
God  in  the  correct  manner.  Never  did  I 
realise  that  in  order  for  this  to  be  fulfilled  I 
should  have  to  leave  the  church  I  had  grown 
up  in  and  take  membership  in  another;  and 
it  was  not  until  I  had  been  baptised  that  I 
realised  that  my  prayer  had  been  answered. 

It  was  about  two  years  ago  that  I  first  heard 
the  Joseph  Smith  story  and  in  the  months  that 
followed  as  the  principles  of  the  gospel  were 
taught  to  me  a  vision  of  a  new  life  unfolded 
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before  me.  I  investigated  and  studied  the 
Mormon  teachings  for  seven  months  and  then 
on  a  beautiful  Sabbath  morning — the  7th  of 
February,  1954,  I  entered  the  waters  of 
baptism;  and  as  I  came  up  out  of  the  water 
I  started  a  life  filled  with  happiness  and  peace 
of  mind.  I  know  now  that  we  have  a  loving 
Father  in  Heaven,  who  hears  and  answers 
prayers,  not  just  a  mystical  substance  which 
is  nowhere  and  yet  everywhere.  No  longer  is 
my  earthly  life  a  mystery  to  me.  I  know  now 
that  I  lived  in  the  presence  of  my  Father  and 
in  His  great  love  He  placed  me  here  on  this 
earth  to  gain  experience  and  to  prove  myself 
worthy  of  once  again  going  back  to  dwell  with 
Him  through  all  eternity.  What  greater  joy 
or  blessing  could  I  ever  want! 

The  principles  of  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  so  beautiful  and  so  simple  that  one  cannot 
doubt  that  they  are  true.  The  course  of  my 
life  has  changed;  I  have  something  to  live 
for  and  something  to  hope  for.  Never  again 
will  I  look  back,  but  as  each  principle  of  the 
Gospel  is  revealed  to  me,  I  will  try  to  embrace 
it  in  my  life  and  I  pray  that  my  life  will  touch 
the  lives  of  others,  that  they  too  might  have 
peace  of  mind  and  the  knowledge  of  true 
happiness. 
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Jl  Mission  Begins 


I  he  15th  day  of  May  is  a  special  day  in  the 
lives  of  the  Latter-day  Saints,  for  on  that  day 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  was  restored  to  man- 
kind, in  this  the  fulness  of  times.  For  that 
reason  and  for  another  reason  this  shall 
always  be  an  extra  special  day  for  Elder 
Bernard  V.  Milne,  because  on  May  15th,  1955, 
he  was  able,  by  virtue  of  the  authority  vested 
in  him,  to  baptize  and  confirm  his  mother  into 
the  Kingdom  of  God.  The  reverent  joy  which 
filled  his  heart  that  day  was  a  result  of  the 
ordinance  which  he  had  performed,  the  privi- 
lege of  holding  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood 
which  had  been  conferred  upon  him  just  a  few 
weeks  prior  to  then,  and  the  keen  anticipation 
with  which  he  locked  forward  to  beginning,  on 
the  first  of  June,  a  mission  in  South  Africa. 

Elder  Bernard  V.  Milne  was  born  in  Mafe- 
king,  Cape  Province,  on  the  morning  of 
November  21st.  1931,  in  the  home  of  his 
parents,  Anita  Claudia  (Vincent)  Milne  and 
Peter  Andrew  Milne.  They  later  moved  to 
Benoni  in  the  Transvaal  and  then  to  Durban 
where  his  schooling  began.  Just  prior  to  the 
outbreak  of  the  war  they  moved  back  to 
Johannesburg,  where  he  attended  Forest  High 
School.  Shortly  after  this  time  his  father  en- 
listed and  during  his  absence,  expressing  it  as 
did  Elder  Milne,  "My  wonderful  mother 
shouldered  the  responsibilities  of  the  home.  1 
owe  much  to  the  wholesome  influence  of  my 
home,  and  I  am  grateful  for  my  parents  and 
for  the  love  they  bear  for  one  another,  as 
strong  this  their  twenty-fifth  year  together  as 
it  was  on  their  wedding  day." 

His  parents  taught  him  at  an  early  age  the 
beautiful  story  of  Jesus,  but  as  Elder  Milne 
expresses,  "My  respect  for  the  Saviour  of 
mankind  was  at  that  time  a  somewhat  dubious 
respect.  I  failed  to  understand  how  One  as 
great  as  He  could  sanction  a  "Church"  wherein 
one  group  of  Christians  taught,  in  His  name, 
doctrine  contrary  to  that  preached  by  another 
group  who  also  claimed  to  be  His  followers, 
but  that  is  what  our  minister  at  the  time  had 
me  to  believe.  To  me,  under  the  circum- 
stances, they  were  either  all  wrong  or  else  only 
one  was  right." 

It  was  during  this  unsettled  period,  just 
when  he  began  to  consider  the  avoidance  of 
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the  inconsistencies  of  the  diverse  Christian 
world  that  had  brought  only  unhappiness,  that 
the  Lord  saw  fit  to  give  to  him  an  opportunity 
to  hear  the  Gospel.  Elder  Dean  Wilding  and 
his  companion.  Elder  Floyd  Leavitt,  came  to 
their  dcor.  As  far  as  Elder  Milne  was  con- 
cerned, they  were  not  welcomed  to  begin  with, 
and  Elder  Milne  writes,  "I  felt  that  their  "new 
ideas"  would  only  further  confuse  the  already 
confused  issue.  However,  upon  investigation 
I  found  that  the  teachings  of  the  gospel  were 
clarified  and  that  contrary  to  the  words  of  my 
friends,  the  elders  were  filled  with  love, 
patience,  and  understanding.  That  as  the 
wonders  of  the  gospel  were  unfolded  before 
me,  I  was  given  a  truly  great  blessing  in  the 
gaining  of  my  testimony.  My  baptism  on 
February  25th.  1951.  brought  about  the  loss 
of  my  friends  outside  the  Church.  Perhaps,  1 
should  say  that  they  themselves  preferred  not 
to  associate  with  me,  but  within  the  Church 
my  newfound  friends  at  Ramah  brought  me 
profound  happiness,  because  their  love  for  the 
truth  did  net  marr  their  respect  for  the  beliefs 
of  others,  nor  their  continued  love  for  those 
who  so  unjustly  persecuted  them. 

Since  joining  the  Church,-  Elder  Milne  has 
been  very  active  in  rendering  service  unto  his 
Father  in  Heaven,  in  the  cities  which  he  has 
visited   and   where   his   work   has   taken,  him. 

(Continued  on  page  94) 
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M.I.A. 
A    SPRINGBOARD    TO    HAPPINESS 

by 
President  John  F.   Grismore 


All  down  through  the  ages  mankind  has 
sought  after  the  God  given  gifts  of  joy  and 
happiness  and  by  so  doing,  using  only  his 
innate  wisdom  and  intelligence,  has  often 
times  brought  into  the  lives  of  others,  as  well 
as  his  own  life,  a  great  deal  of  sorrow, 
remorse,  and  disillusionment.  This  undesir- 
able situation  has  been  brought  about  by 
man's  failure  to  accept  the  revealed  word  of 
God.  Conversely  speaking,  when  mankind 
has  diligently  tried  to  pattern  his  life  after 
the  life  of  his  Creator  the  degree  of  his  pros- 
perity and  the  extent  of  his  joy  and  happiness 
has  been  beyond  the  mind  of  the  average  man 
to  conceive  and  has  caused  many  to  exclaim, 
that  verily,  the  power  of  God  is  illimitable. 

While  we,  as  members  of  the  Church,  admit 
that  there  is  no  limit  to  the  things  God  can 
do,  as  long  as  His  accomplishments  are  in 
accordance  with  eternal  law,  we  also  say,  and 
most  emphatically,  that  man  through  his  own 
diligence  and  self  control  can  attain  that 
same  degree  of  perfection.  For  this  belief 
we  are  often  criticised  and  rebuked  by  those 
same  people  who  before  looked  upon  us  with 
awe  and  wonderment. 

Why  do  Latter-day  Saints  experience  this 
joy  and  happiness,  this  prosperity,  this  con- 
tentment, and  this  peace  of  mind  while  other 
individuals  of  equal  ability  do  not?  It  is 
because  of  their  religion,  their  way  of  life, 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  which  Gospel 
extracts  from  an  individual  his  best  efforts 
and  the  strictest  of  discipline  which  is  moti- 
vated by  genuine  sincerity.  The  principles 
of  the  Gospel  through  the  medium  of  a  per- 
fect organization  economizes  on  man  power 
and  brings  out  the  best  that  is  in  an  indi- 
vidual. 

Important  parts  of  this  perfect  organiza- 
tion are  the  Young  Men's  Mutual  Improve- 
ment Association  and  the  Young  Women".. 
Mutual  Improvement  Association  both  of 
which  were,  organized  under  the  direction  of 
President  Brigham.  Young;  the  former  on 
June  10,   1875,  in  the  13th  Ward  at  Salt  Lake 


City;  the  latter  on  November  28,  1869,  in  the 
Lion  House  at  Salt  Lake  City. 

To  the  Young  Men  President  Young  said . 

"We  want  you  to  organize  yourselves  into 
associations  for  mutual  improvement.  Let  the 
key-note  of  your  work  be  the  establishment 
in  the  youth  of  individual  testimony  of  the 
truth  and  magnitude  of  the  great  Latter-day 
wcrk;  the  development  of  the  gifts  within 
them  that  have  been  bestowed  upon  them  by 
the  laying  on  of  hands  of  the  servants  of  God; 
cultivating  a  knowledge  and  an  application  of 
the  eternal  principles  of  the  great  science  of 
life." 

And  to  the  Young  Women  he  said : 

"I  have  long  had  it  in  my  mind  to  organize 
the  young  ladies  of  Zion  into  an  association 
so  that  they  might  assist  the  older  members 
of  the  Church,  their  fathers  and  mothers,  in 
propagating,  teaching,  and  practicing  the 
principles  I  have  been  so  long  teaching.  There 
is  need  for  the  young  daughters  of  Israel  to 
get  a  living  testimony  of  the  truth." 

President  David  O.  McKay  made  the 
following  statement  concerning  the  M.I.A. 

'The  ultimate  aim  of  Mutual  Improvement 
work  is  to  aid  in  bringing  to  pass,  under  the 
inspiration  and  guidance  of  the  Lord,  the 
immortality  and  eternal  life  of  man."  He 
went  on  to  say,  "We  have  as  the  direct  and 
immediate  purpose,  the  establishing  in  the 
hearts  of  the  young  men  and  young  women  a 
testimony  of  the  divinity  of  God's  work,  with- 
out which  eternal  life  cannot  be  obtained — 
for  ".  .  .  this  is  life  eternal,  that  they  might 
know  thee  the  only  true  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ,  whom  thou  hast  sent."     John  17:3. 

Both  of  these  organizations  are  for  the 
perfecting  of  the  individual;  for  they  provide 
an  extensive  variety  of  activity  which  en- 
riches the  spiritual  as  well  as  the  temporal 
side  of  life.  Such  an  organization,  founded 
on  revelation  and  guided  by  the  Priesthood, 
acts  as  a  "'Springboard  to  Happiness"  for 
everyone  who  embraces  the  truth. 
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was   removed    from    this    position    and    called 
to  take  the  position  of  Patriarch. 

The  office  of  Patriarch  was  held  by  Hyrum 
Smith  until  the  martyrdom.  The  office  of 
Patriarch  was  then  offered  to  William  Smith. 
the  only  surviving  brother  of  the  Prophet,  and 
President  Brigham  Young  declared  it  was  his 
by  right.  William  Smith  confirmed  the  saying 
of  the  Lord,  "many  are  called  but  few  are 
chosen/'  for  he  failed  to  magnify  this  calling, 
turned  against  his  brethren  and  was  excom- 
municated. He  was  never  sustained  by  the 
vote  of  the  people,  and  therefore  never  did 
legally  act;  he  was  called,  but  was  not  chosen. 

The  third  Patriarch  was  Father  John  Smith, 
only  surviving  uncle  of  the  Prophet.  He  was 
called  to  this  position  because  Hyrum  Smith 
did  not  leave  a  son  old  enough  to  receive  the 
office.  Father  John  Smith  played  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  early  days  in  Utah.  In 
August,  1847,  before  the  return  of  President 
Brigham  Young  to  Nebraska,  Father  John 
Smith  was  placed  in  charge  in  the  Salt  Lake 
Valley  as  the  president  of  the  little  colonv. 
He  died  May  23,  1854,  in  Salt  Lake  City. 

The  fourth  Patriarch  was  John  Smith,  eldest 
son  of  Hyrum  Smith.  He  was  an  in- 
experienced boy  twenty-three  years  of  age  at 
the  time  of  his  ordination,  and  after  he  was 
ordained  President  Brigham  Young  sent  him 
on  a  mission  that  he  might  gain  experience. 
He  died  in  Salt  Lake  City,  November  6,  1911, 
after  holding  the  office  for  over  fifty-six  years. 

The  fifth  Patriarch  was  Hyrum  Gibbs 
Smith,  grandson  of  John  Smith,  and  the  great- 
grandson  of  Hyrum  Smith.  He  was  ordained 
under  the  hands  of  President  Joseph  F.  Smith, 
May  9,  1912.  He  died  February  4,  1932,  in 
Salt  Lake  City.  For  ten  years  this  office  was 
vacant,  except  for  the  fact  that  President 
Heber  J.  Grant  appointed  temporarily  as 
"acting"  Patriarch,  Elder  George  F.  Richards 
of  the  Council  of  the, Twelve  Apostles  who 
was  a  patriarch  for  a  number  of  years  in  the 
Tooele  Stake. 

The  sixth  Patriarch  was  Joseph  F.  Smith 
who  was  born  January  30,  1899,  in  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah;  ordained  a  high  priest  October  8, 
1942,  by  President  Heber  J.  Grant;  ordained 
and  set  apart  as  presiding  patriarch  October 
8,  1942,  by  President  Heber  J.  Grant;  released 
October  6,  1946,  due  to  ill  health. 

The  Patriarch  to  the  Church  holds  the  keys 
of  blessing  for  the  members  of  the  Church. 
He  has  the  authority  to  seal  blessings  upon 
the  heads  of  the  members  in  all  parts  of  the 
Church,  that  they  may,  if  they  prove  faithful. 


enjo>  whatever  is  pronounced  upon  their 
heads,  and  come  forth  in  the  resurrection  to 
obtain  eternal  life.  To  gain  such  blessings, 
however,  all  the  ordinances  and  covenants 
belonging  to  the  gospel  and  to  exaltation  must 
by  them  be  received.  A  blessing  given  by  a 
Patriarch  is  intended  to  point  out  the  path 
which  the  recipient  should  travel.  It  should 
be  given  by  the  spirit  of  revelation  and  should 
be  a  great  comfort  and  incentive  to  the  re- 
cipient to  continue  on  in  faithfulness  to  the 
end.  The  Patriarch  also  holds  the  key  by 
which  the  lineage  of  those  whom  he  blesses 
may  be  made  known.  It  is  very  important 
and  most  holy  and  sacred  calling. 
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imbued  the  highest  ideals  for  life  in  her 
descendants. 

Even  though  86  years  have  claimed  her 
physically,  her  spirit  is  still  buoyant  and 
youthful.  She  remains  an  inspiration  to  all 
these  who  enjoy  the  privilege  of  associating 
with  her. 

Sister  Elizabeth  Lilian  Brummer  has  truly 
fulfilled  the  admonition :  "Let  your  light  so 
shine  before  men,  that  they  may  see  your 
good  works  and  glorify  your  Father  which  is 
in  Heaven." 
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In  Pietermaritzburg  his  assistance  in  helping 
the  elders  begin  their  missionary  labours  was 
appreciated  very  much.  In  Johannesburg  he 
served  in  the  Mutual  presidency  and  while  in 
Blcemfontein  he  served  in  the  Sunday  School 
superintendancy  and  as  a  teacher. 

One  who  has  associated  with  Elder  Milne, 
realizes  his  many  abilities,  his  unassuming  and 
very  reserved  personality.  Indeed,  restraint  is 
his  keynote.  His  determination  to  work  dili- 
gently and  to  accomplish  the  task  in  a  proper 
manner,  has  won  him  success  and  the  recog- 
nition cf  being  dependable.  Because  of  his 
striking  humility,  his  willingness  to  assist 
others,  and  his  complimentary  attitude,  he  has 
gained  the  love  and  honour  cf  many  friends. 
It  is  with  these  desirable  attributes  of 
character  and  his  profound  conviction  in  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  that  he  will  enter  into 
the  position  of  being  an  advocate  of  his 
Father  in  Heaven. 
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PORT  ELIZABETH   BRANCH 

Branch   President :    Clarence   Doller, 
63   Heugh   Road,   Walmer,  P.E. 

A  successful  braaivleis  was  held  by  the 
priesthood  for  the  building  fund,  and  a  jumble 
sale  was  held  Thursday  afternoon  to  swell  the 
building  funds,  but  we  need  more  volunteers 
to  help  out  at  these  functions  in  order  that 
they  will  proceed  in  proper  order. 

May  5th  was  a  special  day  for  Elder  Kump, 
as  he  celebrated  his  21st  birthday.  After 
Mutual  Thursday  night,  we  had  a  small  party 
to  celebrate,  and  Elder  Garn  Christensen 
presented  Elder  Kump  with  the  traditional 
key,  also,  celebrating  his  birthday,  which  was 
the  day  before,  was  Brother  Griffiths. 

Relief  Society  took  over  the  evening 
services  and  interesting  talks  were  given  by 
Sister  O'Conner,  Sister  Scheckly,  and  Brother 
Clarence  Doller. 

There  was  a  good  turn  out  to  our  Mothers 
Day  Services.  Flowers  were  given  to  the 
mothers,  from  Sister  Sylvia  Swanepoel. 

It  was  a  very  welcoming  sight  to  see  Presi- 
dent Duncan  and  Elder  Walker  at  our  services 
on  Sunday. 

We  are  all  sorry  to  hear  of  little  Gloria 
Fisher's  illness  which  has  kept  her  in  hospital 
these  last  couple  weeks,  but  we  hope  to  see 
her  up  and  about  soon. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President :      Alwin  Hubert, 

129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith. 

Congratulations  to  our  Junior  Gleaners  who 
organized  a  "surprise  dance"  for  Friday,  29th 
April.  This  dance  was  run  on  "leap  year" 
lines  and  everyone  was  invited  to  attend 
"stag".  There  is  no  doubt  that  all  of  the 
dancers  had  a  very  good  time  and,  incidentally 
the  girls  raised  £6  for  funds. 

The  Primary  Programme  on  Sunday,  1st 
May,  was  very  charming,  and  we  are  glad  that 
our  little  ones  are  able  to  partake  in  our 
services  in  this  active  manner.  The  talks  given 
by  Sister  Marlene  Newby  and  our  Primary 
Mother,  Sister  Veronica  Dallender,  gave  us  a 
lot  of  information  on  the  aims  and  the 
objects  of  this  auxiliary.  We  missed  Sister 
Johanna   Fourie   from   this   meeting,   but   we 


have    been    informed   that    she   is    progressing 
very  well. 

Mother's  Day  is  one  of  the  days  to  which 
we  really  looked  forward,  and  this  year's 
Sunday  School  programme  lived  up  to  our 
expectations.  The  Junior  Sunday  School  were 
well-represented  with  little  poems,  songs  and 
ether  lines.  Floral  tributes  were  handed  to 
each  mother  in  the  congregation.  We  then 
had  talks  by  Sister  Imelda  Fourie  and  Zoraida 
Williams,  and  Brother  Alwin  Hubert. 

Best  wishes  to  Sister  Frances  Butt  who  was 
married  to  Mr.  Brian  Bishop  on  the  14th  of 
May. 

The  Fireside  Chat  on  the  21st  May  was 
arranged  by  Sister  Nora  Duncan.  The  object 
of  this  meeting  was  to  show  that  the  use  of 
Visual  Aids  could  help  the  teachers  to  achieve. 
We  are  grateful  to  Elders  Dunn,  Duncan,  and 
Young,  who  demonstrated  how  the  aids  can 
be  put  to  work. 

Welcome  to  Mrs.  Lily  Watts  ,who  is  down 
from  Uganda  on  a  vacation,  and  to  Brother 
Eric  Bibb,  who  came  down  to  Cape  Town  for 
a  week-end  visit. 

Brother  Gordon  Terblanche  has  had  to  go 
to  Fraserburg  on  a  business  trip,  and  Brother 
John  and  Mrs.  Ethel  Wilson  have  left  for 
Rhodesia  on  a  long  holiday.  The  Wilson's 
expect  to  be  away  for  three  months. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Hilda  Dyason 
and  her  husband  on  the  birth  of  their  little 
daughter,  who  was  born  22nd  May,  and  also 
to  Sister  Joan  Baker,  who  is  living  in  Canada 
and  has  become  the  mother  of  a  baby 
daughter. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President :  Wilfred  S.  Wrench, 

31   18th  Street,  Parkhurst,  Johannesburg 

Reported  by  Tex  Smith. 

Winter  is  here,  but  it  has  not  deterred  the 
growing  attendance  at  Ramah  or  hindered  the 
Saints  from  enjoying  several  social  evenings 
presented  by  the  M.I. A.  The  first  being  a 
highly  successful  Variety  Concert  at  Raman, 
and  including  talent  both  inside  and  outside 
the  Church.  The  second  being  a  Radio 
Quiz  Programme  under  the  direction  of  Gert 
Kotze  and  Signe  Smith,  and  the  third  being  a 
party  organized  by  Sister  Hilda  Wallace,  the 
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Young  ladies  President,  and  held  on  Wcdncs 
day  18th  at  the  home  of  her  mother. 

The  Elder.4  Quartet  sang  at  a  wedding  held 
at  Nigel  on  Saturday  7th  and  that  evening 
played  with  the  other  missionaries  in  a  basket- 
ball match  at  the  Y.M.C.A.  against  the 
Y.M.C.A.  team.  The  score  was  37  to  26  in 
favour  of  the  missionaries. 

Sunday  May  1st  the  combined  Primaries 
took  charge  of  the  evening  service.  An  ex- 
cellent programme  was  presented  by  the  joint 
efforts  of  the  children  and  congratulations  are 
extended  to  the  Primary  Mothers,  Sister 
Macadams,  Wrench,  and  Phipson.  Two  weeks 
later,  May  15th  the  Aarcnic  Priesthood  group 
conducted  the  evening  services,  being  the 
anniversary  of  the  restoration  of  this  Priest- 
hood Order. 

Congratulations  to  Sister  Peggy  Jennings, 
now  living  in  the  U.S.A.,  who  presented  her 
husband  with  a  benny  baby  son  on  the  21st 
April. 

Under  the  direction  of  the  new  branch 
building  committee  consisting  of  Brothers  Ted 
Oxlee  as  president,  and  Tex  Smith  and  Fred 
Ninow  as  counselors,  a  very  successful  braai- 
vleis  was  held  at  the  home  of  Brother  and 
Sister  Krosen  at  Linden.  A  goodly  sum  was 
raised  for  the  new  chapel  and  the  evening  was 
enjoyed  by  all  who  attended. 

Sister  Mary  Stark,  of  Benoni  Branch  and 
formerly  of  Ramah,  underwent  an  operation 
in  the  Johannesburg  Hospital  on  3rd  May, 
but  is  progressing  favourably. 

We  regret  the  passing  of  Sister  Stemmet  of 
Springs.  All  Ramah  unite  in  extending 
condolences  to  Brother  Stemmet  and  his 
young  family.     God  be  with  you. 

We  extend  a  hearty  welcome  to  Brother 
P.  S.  van  Heerden  who  entered  the  waters  of 
baptism  on  Sunday. 

EAST  LONDON  BRANCH 

Branch  President:   Elder  Winston  M.  Faux, 

51  Frere  Road,  East  London. 

Resported  by  Mona  McCallum. 

Sister  R.  Corrigan,  Primary  Mother,  was 
in  charge  of  the  Sacrament  Meeting  at  the 
beginning  of  the  month.  The  primary 
children  participated  in  the  well  organized 
programme,  the  speakers  being  Sister  Corrigan 
and  Darke  and  Elder  Gee.  The  following 
Sunday,  the  children  took  an  active  part  in 
the  programme  arranged  for  Mother's  Day 
and  were,  very  proud  to  distribute  the  floral 
bouquets,  which  they  had  contributed:  We 
were  happy  to  welcome  Sister  Tpughey  to  the 
service.  She  was  allowed  out  of  the  hospital 
for  the  occasion. 


Two  most  enjoyable  socials  were  held  this 
month.  There  was  a  parly  held  in  the  home 
of  Brother  and  Sister  Darke  in  the  middle  of 
the  month  to  raise  funds  for  Sunday  School 
visual  aids,  and  after  Sacrament  meeting  on 
the  15th,  the  Mutual  sponsored  a  Fireside 
Chat  arranged  by  Brother  Human  and  held 
in  the  home  of  Sisters  McGill.  Brother 
Human's  father  gave  an  immensely  interesting 
talk  en  Alchoholics  Anonymous. 

We  had  our  first  debate  at  Mutual  on 
"Should  Mothers  of  Young  Children  go  out 
to  Work?"  The  negative  won  and  everyone's 
appetite  was  whetted  for  further  practice  in 
debating. 

On  the  list  of  sickness  this  month  was 
Sister  Elaine  Jubber,  who  was  rushed  to 
hospital  with  thrombosis;  Sister  McCallum, 
who  missed  most  of  the  meetings  through 
illness,  and  Sister  Scheidel's  baby,  Heather, 
who  has  chicken  pox.  However  they  are  all 
progressing  favourably  and  will  be  able  to 
attend  the  meetings  again  soon. 

We  were  extremely  happy  to  have  Presi- 
dent Duncan  in  our  midst  again,  accompanied 
by  Elder  Walker.  District  and  Branch 
Conference  was  arranged  for  Wednesday 
night,  and  the  message  left  with  us  by  our 
Mission  President  and  the  other  speakers  will 
long  live  in  our  hearts. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch  President :    Lionel  Bibb, 
282  Preller  Street,  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb. 

We  would  like  to  congratulate  Sister 
Katrina  Brummer  and  Jannie  Dagener  who 
announced  their  engagement  in  April.  They 
intend  to  marry  at  the  beinning  of  July. 

A  Mothers  Day  programme  was  presented 
on  Sunday  8th  May.  Those  in  attendance 
enjoyed  the  themes,  many  of  which  were  given 
by  the  children. 

We  were  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to  Elder 
Jarman,  who  has  left  us  to  labour  in  Northern 
Rhodesia.  Our  best  wishes  go  with  him. 
But  we  are  happy  to  welcome  back  Elder 
Osborne  who  has  come  to  replace  him. 

The  theme  of  Sacrament  Service  on  the  15th 
May  was  the  Restoration  of  the  Aaronic 
Priesthood.  All  these  present  enjoyed  the 
talks  on  this  subject. 

The  Mutual  invited  the  branch  to  an  "At 
Home  Evening"  at  the  Harvey— Bibb  home 
on  the  21st.  The  highlights  of  the  evening 
being  a  skit  presented  by  the  Pretoria  Elders. 
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DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Gary  E.  Elliot, 
21  Bulwer  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn. 

Our  building  fund  continues  to  forge  ahead, 
and  activities  for  the  month  included  a  jumble 
sale,  a  cake  sale,  a  hobo  social,  and  a  games 
evening.  When  it  comes  to  Brick  selling, 
Lindsay  Wiblin  still  tops  the  list.  The  faithful 
diligence  of  this  little  fellow  is  something  very 
beautiful  and  touching. 

On  the  18th  May  the  Sunday  School  held  a 
tickey  night  at  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Smith,  in  Briardene,  and  a  good  sum  was 
raised  for  the  needs  of  the  Sunday  School. 

Brother  Henning,  our  Sunday  School  super- 
intendent, is  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
Mother's  Day  Programme  which  he  presented. 
We  are  very  proud  of  the  children  of  our 
branch,  who  paid  royal  tribute  to  the  mothers 
of  our  branch. 

On  Sunday,  the  21st  May,  our  District  Con- 
ference was  held,  and  once  again  we  were 
overjoyed  at  being  able  to  receive  the  counsel 
of  President  Duncan.  There  was  a  record 
attendance  at  both  sessions,  with  members 
present  from  various  parts  of  Natal.  Speakers 
for  the  day  were  President  Duncan,  Elders 
Walker,  Gaylen  Jensen,  Royal  Jensen,  and 
Brother  Morrissey.  Vocal  solos  were  given  by 
Sister  Morrissey  and  Elder  Frederickson,  and  a 
Quintette  was  provided  by  Sister  Bosse, 
Marchand,  Fagan,  Van  Niekerk,  and  Wahl- 
burn. 

We  were  sorry  to  have  to  say  goodbye  to 
Sister  O'Connor,  of  Port  Elizabeth,  who  has 
been  on  holiday  in  our  branch.  It  certainly 
was  a  pleasure  to  have  her  with  us.  To  Elder 
Erickson  we  extend  our  best  wishes  for  con- 
tinued success  in  his  new  fields,  and  to  Elder 
Pickett  we  extend  a  warm  welcome. 

We  are  very  happy  to  report  that  our  hos- 
pital patients,  Sister  Thelma  McLellan,  and 
Brother  Ronnie  Doller  are  much  improved,  a 
fact  which  is  yet  another  testimony  to  us  all. 

We  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
warmly  welcoming  into  our  midst  Brother 
and  Sister  Macphail,  and  their  little  son,  and 
Sister  Nash,  of  Pinetown. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey, 
New  Brighton  Hotel,  Southern  Rhodesia. 

Reported  by  Margaret  Isaac. 
The  branch   welcomed   a  visit   from   Sister 
Cecilia  Jubber  from  Shangani. 

May  1st  saw  the  baptism  of  Betty  Robbins. 
wife  of  Brother  Ronald  Robbins.  The  branch 
prays  for  the  happiness  of  this  good  family  in 


their  new  found  joy.  The  following  Sunday 
was  a  Relief  Society  Programme,  a  wonderful 
time  was  had  by  all.  Musical  numbers  were 
given  by  the  Singing  Mothers,  and  talks  by 
Sisters  J.  Jubber  and  J.  Jones.  We  all  look  for- 
ward to  more  of  these  meetings. 

The  branch  welcomed  back  the  Isaac  family, 
also  Sister  Iris  Fourie  and  her  son  Trevor.  Both 
families  are  looking  much  better  for  their 
holidays. 

Saturday,  22nd,  the  branch    had    a    party, 

with  the  excellent  attendance  of  42  members 

and  friends.     The  evening  was  spent  playing 

games  and  eats  were  provided  by  the  sisters. 

LUANSHYA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Douglas  E.  Charsley, 

121  "F"  Avenue,  Luanshya,  Northern  Rhodesia 

Reported  by  Jeanne  Charsley. 

We  all  join  in  hearty  congratulations  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Munch,  old  friends  of  the  branch, 
who  have  been  blessed  with  a  bonnie  son — 
Philip  Douglas  Munch. 

It  is  good  to  see  Sister  Ria  Fourie  back  in 
circulation  after  her  operation  for  appen- 
dicitis. 

We  were  all  very  glad  to  see  Sister  Ina 
Fourie  crowned  the  Copper  Queen  for  this 
year.  This  was  indeed  an  honour  .  .  .  and  well 
she  deserved  it. 

A  Relief  Society  braaivleis  was  held  at  the 
Terblanche  home  on  the  14th  of  May  in  con- 
junction with  celebrations  for  Sister  Aletta 
Terblanche's  birthday.  A  good  time  was  had 
by  all. 

We  are  very  glad  to  welcome  Elders  Jarman 

and  Welling  to  the  Copperbelt,  and  hope  that 

the  Lord  will  bless  them  in  their  labours  here. 

KRUGERSDORP  BRANCH 

Branch  President :    Deryck  Vice, 

82  Von  Brandis  Street,  Krugersdorp. 

Reported  by  Yvonne  Cloete 

It  is  with  justified  pride  that  we  announce 
the  members  of  our  newly-formed  Building 
Fund  Committee  who  are  Sister  C.  Patterson 
as  president,  Sister  Beatrice  Powrie  as 
treasurer/secretary  and  Brother  Danny  Pater- 
son  as  assistant  president.  We  hope  and  pray 
that  their  endeavours  will  be  richly  blessed. 

The  District  Presidency  were  our  visitors  at 
the  sacrament  meeting  on  the  24th  of  April. 
Fortunately  they  too  could  attend  the  happy 
gathering  at  Brother  Vice's  home,  where  Sister 
Ria  had  arranged  some  delightful  refresh- 
ments, the  occasion  being  Elder  Hutchins' 
birthday.  The  branch  presented  him  £2  as  a 
gift.  The  thought  was  originally  Sister  Ria's 
and  we  all  felt  that  it  was  a  truly  grand  gesture. 

The  Mothers'  Day  programme,  arranged  by 
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our  local  Sunday  School,  deserves  to  be  men 
tioned.     It  is  very  gratifying  when  the  young- 
sters in  the  branch  arc  so  willing  and  ardent  to 
do  their  share  towards  furthering  the  cause  of 
the  gospel. 

Once  again  the  local  Relief  Society  is  in  the 
news.  Sister  Ria  Vice,  who  is  in  charge  of  the 
work  programme,  had  a  novel  idea  that  each 
member  should  receive  five  shillings  and  with 
the  fee  make  something  for  reselling.  On  the 
11th  of  May  the  members  brought  the  various 
articles  for  inspection.  One  has  to  sincerely 
compliment  each  and  every  one  for  the  marvel- 
lous efforts. 

We  welcome  Elder  Stokes  to  Krugersdorp 
and  sincerely  hope  that  he  will  be  happy 
working  in  this  area. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Nicholas  J.  Goosen, 

57  van  Niekerk  Street,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  Mary  Dean. 

We  are  very  happy  to  welcome  Sister  and 
Mr.  Minnie,  who  originally  came  from  the 
Transvaal  to  Bellville.  We  hope  that  they  will 
enjoy  meeting  and  making  friends  with  the 
saints  here. 


I  he  lirst  Sunday  of  the  month  the  Bellville 
Primary  presented  a  programme  at  sacrament 
meeting.  Assisted  by  Elder  Bean  and  Sister 
Heila  Goosen,  the  Primary  sang  two  lovely 
hymns.  Although  Sister  Fouric  could  not 
attend  the  meeting  in  person,  she  was  kind 
enough  to  send  us  some  words  of  good  advice 
by  letter.  Our  prayers  are  that  Sister  Foune 
may  continue  to  improve  and  be  able  to  visit 
us  soon. 

During  the  month  Relief  Society  and  priest- 
hood had  a  combined  meeting  as  President 
Duncan  and  Sister  Duncan  had  brought  out 
some  recordings  of  messages  to  saints  in  South 
Africa,  by  past  mission  presidents  and  mis- 
sionaries, who  had  laboured  in  South  Africa. 

On  the  18th  May  we  held  a  social  at  Sister 
Goosen's  home  to  raise  funds  for  the  priest- 
hood. The  sisters  helped  with  the  refresh- 
ments, and  everyone  had  a  very  enjoyable 
evening  including  some  of  the  investigators 
who  were  present. 

We  regret  to  report  that  little  Sister  June 
Storey  has  been  suddenly  laid  up  in  bed  with 
an  infectious  throat.  Our  prayers  are  that  she 
may  recover  soon. 


TRANSFERS 


Name 
Elder  Lorin  W.  Pickett 
Elder  Bruce  Erickson 
Elder  Gene  B.  Welling 
Elder  Dean  Jarman 
Elder  Vent  Halversen 
Elder  Lynn  P.  Walker 


From 

West  Rand 
Natal 

West  Rand 
Pretoria 
Springs 
Cape  Town 


To 

Natal 

West  Rand 
Northern  Rhodesia 
Northern  Rhodesia 
Queenstown 
Pretoria 


Date 

May  5,  1955. 
May  5,  1955. 
May  15,  1955. 
Mav  15,  1955. 
May  25,  1955. 
May  28.  1955. 


ARRIVALS 


Sister  Janice  Marie  Fox,  Sister  Annette  Paris, 
and  Sister  Mary  Jo  Anne  Larsen  arrived 
aboard  the  "Carnarvon  Castle"  on  May  26th. 
1955.  Sister  Fox  comes  from  Salt  Lake  City. 
Utah,  United  States;  Sister  Annette  Paris  comes 
from  Austin,  Texas,  United  States,  and  Sister 
Larsen  comes  from  Midway,  Utah,  United 
States. 

Sister  Fox  has  been  assigned  to  labour  in 
the  Cape  District  with  Sister  Marlene  L. 
Newby,  Sister  Paris  has  been  assigned  to  labour 
at  Sea  Point  in  the  Cape  D;strict  with  Sister 
Phyllis  M.  Johnson,  and  Sister  Larsen  has  been 
assigned  to  labour  with  Sister  Thyra  Talbot  at 
Pinelands  in  the  Cape  District. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  Dean  Jarman  was  appointed  Supervis- 
ing Elder  of  the  Northern  Rhodesia  District 
on  May  15,  1955. 

Elder  Lynn  P.  Walker  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  Pretoria  District  on  May 
25.  1955. 

Sister  Janice  Marie  Fox  was  appointed 
Mission  Recorder  and  Supervisor  of  the 
Sunday  School  and  M.I.A.  organization. 
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STATISTICS 


BLESSINGS 
YVONNE  RICHARDS,  daughter  of  Ronald  and 
Judith  Maria  Aletta  Terblanche,  was  blessed 
on  April   10th,   1955,   by  Elder  Dean  Jarman 

DIANNE  CHERYTH  ADENDORFF,  daughter  of 
John  Herbert  and  Mary  Susan  Metzinger,  was 
blessed  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Ellis  Ray 
Peterson  at  Benoni. 

KENNA  AMELIA  ADENDORFF,  daughter  of 
John  Herbert  and  Mary  Susan  Metzinger,  was 
blessed  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Farrell  J. 
Thacker  at  Benoni. 

BRUCE  ANGUS  McPHAIL,  son  of  Angus  Robert 
and  Yvonne  Agnes  Hamman,  was  blessed  on 
May  1st,  1955,  by  Elder  Royal  D.  Jensen  at 
Durban. 

PETRUS  MATTHEUS  VAN  HEERDEN,  son  of 
Pieter  Schalk  and  Aletta  Sophia  Van  Log- 
gerenberg,  was  blessed  on  May  1st,  1955,  by 
Elder  Vern  Leon  Halverson  at  Springs. 

THERESA  MARTHA  ALETTA  VAN  HEERDEN, 

daughter  of  Pieter  Schalk  and  Aletta  Sophia 
Van  Loggerenberg,  was  blessed  on  May  1st, 
1955,  by  Elder  Vern  Halverson  at  Springs. 

PHILIPPUS  JEREMIA  VAN  HEERDEN,  son  of 

Pieter  Schalk  and  Aletta  Sophia  Van  Log- 
gerenberg, was  blessed  on  May  1st,  1955,  by 
Elder  Farrell  Ray  Monson  at  Springs. 

LILLEBETH  ANN  ROHDE,  daughter  of  Hans 
Ejvind  Nissen  and  Tove  Magrethe  Sorensen, 
was  blessed  on  April  10th,  1955,  by  Brother 
Hans  Ejvind  Nissen  Rohde  at  Orange  Mouth, 
South  West  Africa. 

BAPTISMS 

GWYNNETH  ELIZABETH  (WOODHEAD) 
BOBBINS  was  baptised  on  May  1st,  1955,  by 
Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Dean  R.  Lindsay  at 
Bulawayo. 

YVONNE    AGNES    HAMMAN    McPHAIL     was 

baptised  on  May  1st,  1955,  by  Elder  Jack  D. 
Fisher  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher  at  Durban. 
ANGUS  ROBERT  McPHAIL  was  baptised  on 
May  1st,  1955,  by  Elder  Royal  D.  Jensen  and 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Royal  D. 
Jensen  at  Durban. 

PIETER  SCHALK  VAN  HEERDEN  was  baptised 
on  April  24th,  1955,  by  Elder  Orville  C.  Grigor 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Vern 
L,  Halverson  at  Springs. 

PHILIP     SOMERVILLE     MAXWELL,     son     of 

Lyon  Hyslop  and  Mary  Cecil  Law  Somerville, 
was  baptised  on  May  12th,  1955,  by  Elder  Dean 
R.  Lindsay  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey  at  Salisbury. 

ORDINATIONS 

HUGH  DUDLEY  CAMPBELL  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
17th,  1955,  by  Elder  Elmer  E.  Wilford  at 
Welkom. 


HARRY  GREER  was  ordained  a  Deacon  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  17th,  1955,  by 
Elder  Gary  L.  Piatt  at  Welkom. 

BERNARD  VINCENT  MILNE  was  ordained  an 
Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  on  April 
24th,  1955,  by  President  Leroy  H.  Duncan  at 
Bloemfontein. 

JOHN  CHRISTIAN  TROSKIE  was  ordained  a 
Priest  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
24th.  1955,  by  Elder  Frank  A.  Badger  at 
Springs.  ' 

DOUGLAS  RHYNES  was  ordained  a  Deacon  in 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  24th,  1955,  by 
Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott  at  Durban. 

RONALD  OTTO  KESTELL  DOLLER  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
April  18th,  1955,  by  Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott  at 
Durban. 

DONALD  LINSAY  BLAKE  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
24th,  1955,  by  Brother  Walter  P.  Randall  at 
Durban. 

FRANCIO  LESLIE  ABBOTT  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
24th,  1955,  by  Elder  Jack  D.  Fisher  at  Durban. 

WENDELL  GARRICK  JAKINS  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May 
1st,  1955,  by  Brother  Joseph  Melverton  Jakins 
at  Durban. 

HAVELOCK  TROLLIP  was  ordained  a  Priest 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May  1st,  1955,  by 
Elder  Garn  Christensen  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

ALEXANDER   THOMAS   JOHN    WILSON    was 

ordained  an  Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood on  April  17th,  1955,  by  President  Leroy 
H.  Duncan. 

HERBERT  ANTHONY  MITCHELL  was  or- 
dained a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on 
May  9th,  1955,  by  Elder  Therald  P.  Quayle  at 
Pietermaritzburg. 

RONALD  MAYNARD  MORRISSEY  was  or- 
dained a  Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  May  9th,  1955,  by  Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott,  at 
Pietermaritzburg. 

DANIEL  PATERSON  was  ordained  a  Teacher 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May  9th,  1955, 
by  Elder  Gary  E.  Elliott  at  Pietermaritzburg. 

DANIEL  PATERSON  was  ordained  a  Teacher 
in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  May  1st,  1955, 
by  Brother  Deryck  V.  Vice  at  Krugersdorp. 

MARRIAGES 

HESTER  PETRONELLA  GERTRUIDA  DRUM- 
MER was  married  to  Barend  Jacobus  de 
Lange  on  April  16th,  1955,  at  Ramah. 

MAUREEN  THORA  SMITH  was  married  to 
Michael  Coetzee  on  September  4th,  1954,  at 
Germiston. 

DEATHS 

MIRIAM    MABLE    (PARNELL)    STUTHRIDGE 

died  on  September  16,  1954,  at  Johannesburg. 
FREDERICK  JACOB  SAMUEL  died  on  August 
3rd.  1954.  at  Durban. 
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Ten   Rules  of  Happiness 

By  President  David  O.  McKay 

l 

1.  Develop  yourself  by  sell-discipline. 

2.  Joy  comes  through  creation  —  sorrow  through  destruction. 
Every  living  thing  can  grew:  Use  the  world  wisely  to  realise 
soul  growth. 

3.  Do  things  which  are  hard  to  do. 

4.  Entertain  upbuilding  thoughts.  What  you  think  about  when 
you  do  not  have  to  think  shows  what  you  really  are. 

5.  Do  your  best  this  hour,  and  you  will  do  better  the  next. 

6.  Be  true  to  those  who  trust  you. 

7.  Pray  for  wisdom,  courage,  and  a  kind  heart. 

8.  Give  heed  to  God's  messages  through  inspiration.  If  self- 
indulgence,  jealousy,  avarice,  or  worry  have  deadened  your 
response,  pray  to  the  Lord  to  wipe  out  these  impediments. 

9.  True   friends  enrich  life.     If  you   would  have   friends,  be  one. 

10.    Faith  is  the  foundation  of  all  things  —  including  happiness. 
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